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mandatory character. He arrived in Rome on March I2th,
bringing with him a selection of these letters and the Arch-
bishop's communication of October 27th, which was not the
letter he desired, but was the best that he had got or could get.
The Abbe followed him to Rome a few days later; and in
April the Archbishop and Mrs. Benson arrived in Florence to
stay with Lady Crawford. Their visit had no connexion with
Reunion.

Cardinal Vaughan was the first to be seen by Leo XHL He
warned the Pope that the letter he was contemplating would be
used to keep back converts, that the mere report of it was al-
ready having that effect.

I assured him that they [die Anglicans] are anxious only to
strengthen their own position and keep waverers from Rome;
that they are all opposed to the supremacy of the Pope, and that
his letter could not alter that. 'Ah then/ Leo XIII replied, 'if they
are opposed to the doctrine of the authority of the Vicar of Christ,
that is different. How is it they cannot see that the Church must
have a head?'

In the end the Pope said that, if he lived long enough, he
would issue an Encyclical on the Church and her Head about
the middle of the year.

I chimed in, 'That would be excellent; and if your Holiness
would give two or three paragraphs of such an Encyclical to the
Anglicans, kind words should be accompanied with the doctrines
which they have yet to learn.'41

Gasquet also had an audience with the Pope.

Hiigel most amusing on Gasquet's interview with the Pope
[wrote Wilfrid "Ward to his wife]. Whenever Gasquet made a
strong point against Anglican Orders the Pope pretended he had
lost his snuff box and became abstracted looking for it. He has not
been a diplomat for nothing.42